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A story so similar to some aspects of The Four Skillful Brothers as to suggest the possibility
that it is a mere outgrowth of that tale is the one known as The Three Skillful Brothers (Type
654). The beginning of the tale is identical with the other. The brothers having been sent out
for training return and display their accomplishments. The fighting master swings his sword
so fast that he does not become wet in a heavy rain; the barber shaves a running rabbit; and
the blacksmith shoes a horse while it is galloping. The action usually goes no further than this
simple anecdote, though we may hear of further adventures of the brothers. A version of this
story somewhat different from that current today is found in the Scala Celi of Johannes Gobii,
Junior, composed in France at the beginning of the fourteenth century. It has been used in
jestbooks from the sixteenth century and has been collected orally, though not frequently,
from most parts of the European continent. It does not seem to have traveled beyond.



